Friends of Freedom Tour

Muskingum County is filled with rich history, especially when it comes to the Underground Railroad. Our area has an inspiring story to tell about the numerous men and women of both races who lit candles, left food, clothes and money out on a table or ledge and hid runaway slaves in their barns, attics and secret corners, guiding them on to the next station.

10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Begin your tour of the area by stopping at the Zanesville- Muskingum County Chamber of Commerce to pick up your Step-On Guide who will accompany you for the day. A complimentary Welcome Reception complete with punch and cookies is available upon request. Restroom facilities are also available. In addition, guests have the opportunity to view an 18-minute video entitled “Confluence” that gives an overview of the history of the area.

10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Listen to the history of the Underground Railroad in this area as your Step-On Guide takes you on a “drive-by” tour of several of the sites.

11:30 – 12:15p.m. 
Now visit the Putnam Underground Railroad Education (PURE) Center where you’ll find artifacts from Africa and pre and post Civil War, and a library on the Underground Railroad. Prior to the Civil War, the New Englanders in Putnam organized the Muskingum County Abolition Society and this house was in the middle of abolitionist activity. A video entitled “Passages to Freedom” is also available for viewing.

12:20 – 1:45 p.m.
Enjoy a delicious lunch at Schultz Mansion, located in the Putnam Historic District. This 26-room mansion was built as a wedding gift from William D. Schultz to his bride, Ethel Granger Schultz.

1:50 – 2:30 p.m.
Tour the Putnam Presbyterian Church where Frederick Douglass once spoke and William Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe was the first pastor. Slaves were hid in the basement of the church until it was safe to go to the next station.

2:35 – 3:45 p.m.
Travel down the street to the Stone Academy which was the site of abolitionist conventions. Although it was originally built in hopes that it would become the state capitol, Zanesville won out and the capitol was located at the site of the current county courthouse from 1810 to 1812. Under the stairwell at the Stone Academy is a small crawlspace where slaves were believed to have been hidden.

4:15 – 5:30 p.m.
End your day with a tour of Prospect Place. Known as the George Willison Adams House, it was built in 1857 and used as a station on the Underground Railroad between Dresden and Coshocton. The property is currently being restored. 

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Relax and listen to the talented voices of local gospel singers and savor a buffet or plated dinner at Bryan Place in downtown Zanesville. Formerly a YWCA, this building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

8:15 p.m.
Return to a comfortable Zanesville hotel for a good night’s rest.




If you are interested in extending your stay in the Zanesville area,




there are many additional attractions to visit including:




( The Wilds




( John & Annie Glenn Historic Site




( Alan Cottrill Sculpture Studio & Gallery




( Lorena Sternwheeler




( National Road-Zane Grey Museum




( Zanesville Art Center




( Longaberger Homestead(



( Village of Dresden




( Terra Cotta Vineyard




( National Ceramic Museum & Heritage Center




Feel free to call the Zanesville-Muskingum County Convention &




Visitors Bureau for more information about this specific tour and




other attractions in the area. We will be happy to offer you




complimentary tour planning assistance which includes




confirmation of all stops.

Zanesville-Muskingum County Convention & Visitors Bureau

205 N. Fifth Street

Zanesville, Ohio  43701

740-455-8282 / 800-743-2303

www.visitzanesville.com
