Experience the National Road
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Day One - Morning

Since the National Road, America’s first federally funded highway was recently given Scenic Byway status, we thought you might like to travel the road and visit attractions along the way beginning with the National Road-Zane Grey Museum. Go back in time as you view a 136-foot diorama depicting the history of the road and developing vehicle technology as well as an original Conestoga wagon and harnesses.  Another part of the museum showcases western author and Zanesville native Zane Grey by displaying his belongings and copies of manuscripts. Don’t forget to marvel over the museum’s collection of antique art pottery for which the area is famous.

Next head to Ohio Pottery at Norwich for a shopping excursion unlike no other. You’ll find pottery manufactured by several local companies, outdoor lawn decorations, flower pots, a Christmas loft and many other great gift items.

Afternoon

After a hearty lunch at one of our many restaurants, a must-see attraction is the famous Y Bridge in downtown Zanesville. Built in 1814 as part of the National Road, the Y-Bridge spans the confluence of the Licking and Muskingum Rivers. The current bridge is the fifth structure at this site. You’ll find it fascinating as Ripley’s Believe It Or Not proclaimed it to be “The only bridge in the world you can cross and still be on the same side of the river.” 

Is antiquing your thing? You’ve come to the right place! Muskingum County is home to over 20 antique shops and malls, many of which are on the National Road. Whether you are in search of antique pottery, a special piece of furniture, interesting glassware or more, chances are, our antique stores have what you are looking for. As you travel, don’t forget to look for historic National Road mile markers along the way.

Evening

Veer off the road for a relaxing dinner cruise aboard the Lorena Sternwheeler.  You’ll enjoy a delicious meal and entertainment by talented performers as you cruise along the Muskingum River.

Day 2 – Morning

Travel the National Road to New Concord, hometown of John Glenn for a tour of the John and Annie Glenn Historic Site. The site is actually John Glenn’s boyhood home. Once located on Friendship Drive, the house was moved to Main Street and restored similar to the way it was when Glenn lived there. You’ll learn about 20th century American history through the lives of John and Annie Glenn. The museum also honors and explores the values to which the Glenn’s have devoted their lives: citizenship, public service, aviation and space exploration, and lifelong learning. 

Continue your tour in New Concord by stopping at the S Bridge  which was once part of the National Road. S Bridges were unique features of the National Road and were built in the “S” shape to account for the approaches to creeks – the center section was straight – the easiest way to bridge a creek. This bridge was restored in 1997 and won the Historic Bridge Preservation prize that year.

Afternoon

Enjoy lunch at the Banana Peel then finish your shopping at the many unique shops on National Road East including Casa Bella Ornamental Iron, Colonial Cottage, Zanesville Pottery, Susie’s Favorites, A Touch of Thread Quilting Gallery and more. 

Evening

Stay a while longer to experience more that Muskingum County has to offer, continue your journey on the National Road, or depart for a safe trip home.

Thank you for visiting Muskingum County!
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