Tour of Churches
Zanesville, Ohio is home to numerous churches of many faiths. A dozen churches oversee the area of
Downtown Zanesville alone. We are fortunate to have their physical and spiritual presence in our

community. Travelers often compliment the beautiful architecture of these structures. Several of the

churches are open for groups to view by advanced reservation.
10:00 – 10:30 a.m.          Tour St. Nicholas Catholic Church built in 1898. The architect describes this  

style as Late Romanesque based on St. Peters in Rome and St. Mary’s in Venice. This church is especially important for decorative work.
10:45 – 11:15 a.m.
Visit St. James Episcopal Church (1841-1843). This is the second oldest house of worship in Zanesville. Adams, the architect, also helped design the State Capitol in

in Columbus. Sandstone was donated by Dr. Increase Mathews, pioneer settler of Muskingum County. Doorway features 3-section stained glass fixed transom.
11:30 – 12:00 p.m.
View Market Street Baptist Church, built in 1905. This church features large Gothic windows with stained glass located in south and west sides.
12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
Enjoy lunch and tour at Grace United Methodist Church. This church was built in 1908 with $52,000 donated by 426 local women.
1:45 – 2:15 p.m.
Tour St. Thomas Catholic Church (1842-1854). The stone for this church was quarried locally and provided at no charge by Quaker John P. Howard. A German congregation withdrew in 1842 and formed a catholic parish. St. Thomas is considered to be for Irish Catholics.
2:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Visit Central Presbyterian Church (1912-1914). This structure is a modified copy of the Magdelen Tower in Oxford, England.
3:15 – 3:45 p.m.
View St. John’s Lutheran Church, completed in 1927. The congregation was formed in 1803. Steady growth led to the construction of a new building to handle seating for 650.
4:00 – 4:30 p.m.            Tour Putnam Presbyterian Church, located in the Putnam Historic District. This

is the oldest church in Zanesville and has an original Tiffany window. William Beecher, brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe was the first minister of the church. It was also rumored to have been a stop on the Underground Railroad.
4:30 p.m.                          Depart for a safe trip home, continue on to other stops in the area, or travel to

                                            another area to visit.

You may also want to consider these stops that would fit the theme for this tour:
The Alan Cottrill Sculpture Studio and Gallery – From the Mold Making Room to the Wax Casting

Room and more, your group will learn about the entire sculpture process from start to finish. Guests

will also admire over 300 bronze sculptures, bronze bells, and tomb sculptures. Alan has created some

religious sculptures also available for viewing.

Stone Academy – Erected in 1809, the Stone Academy was originally constructed as the legislative seat

for the newly created State of Ohio. This building was the site of two conventions of the State

Abolition Society and served as a female seminary, boys school, and the childhood home of actress

Elizabeth Robins.

Zanesville Art Center – 18 galleries featuring a rotating selection of American and European paintings,

sculpture and porcelain, the largest public collection of art pottery and glass produced in the Zanesville

area, and temporary exhibitions of contemporary and historic fine and decorative arts. Many pieces have

a religious theme/tone.
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